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DOSM OLDEST DIGITAL 

PUBLICATION 
REPORT ON THE CENSUS OF THE 

STRAITS SETTLEMENT, 1891 
YEAR 
1891 

CENSUS 

1881 281,687 

1881 141,697 

1891 344,840 

1891 168,065 

Percentage (%) 
of population 
growth from 
1881 to 1891 

2.0% 
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Penang (includes 
Province Wellesley) 

Melaka 

Singapore 

Selangor 

Sungei Ujong 

Negri Sembilan 04 

Pahang 05 

04 

Cocos Islands & 
Christmas Island 

  
 

Dindings (Setiawan, 
Lumut and Pulau Pangkor 

Perak 

423,384 

513,905 

TOTAL POPULATION BY GENDER FOR THE YEARS 1881 & 

1891: STRAITS SETTLEMENTS 

STATES COVERED IN THIS CENSUS 

1881 – 423,384 
1891 – 513,905 
=POWER(513,905/423,384
,1/10)-1 = 1.96% 
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138  

people 
4,450  

people 

4,159  

people 

72  

people 

1,052  

people 

Did you know, in 1881, someone 
aged 15 and under was classified 

as a child. 

59.2% 40.8% 29.6% 70.4% 

YEAR 1881 

YEAR 1891 

59.6% 40.4% 38.6% 61.4% 

28.4% 71.6% 24.4% 75.6% 

CHILDREN 

ADULTS 

Malays and 
other Natives 

of the 
Archipelago 

Other 
Nationalities 

THE PROPORTIONS OF CHILDREN & ADULTS IN 

EVERY 1,000 OF THE POPULATION BY NATIONALITY 

TOTAL POPULATION BY NATIONALITIES IN EVERY 10,000 

POPULATION: YEAR 1891  

 

129   

people 

Chinese 
Europeans 

and 
Americans 

Tamils and 
other Natives 

of India 

Eurasians 

11.4% 88.6% 11.4% 88.6% 

12.1% 87.9% 11.9% 88.1% 

18.4% 81.6% 16.8% 83.2% 

CHINESE 

MALAYS AND OTHER 
NATIVES OF THE 
ARCHIPELAGO 

TAMILS AND OTHER 
NATIVES OF INDIA 

EURASIANS 

EUROPEANS AND 
AMERICANS 

OTHER 
NATIONALITIES 



TOTAL NUMBER OF HOUSES IN THE COLONY OF THE 

STRAITS SETTLEMENTS IN THIS CENSUS (1891)* 

Singapore 

Penang, Province  
Wellesley and Dindings 

Melaka 

23,148 

43,680 

16,911 

Singapore 

Penang, Province  
Wellesley and Dindings 

Melaka 

2,048 

780 

538 

TOTAL POPULATION BY GENDER FOR THE YEAR 

1891: NATIVE STATE* 

PERAK SUNGEI UJONG SELANGOR NEGRI SEMBILAN 

156,408 

57,846 

67,051 

14,541 

17,234 

6,368 

23,327 

18,290 

* The total population of Pahang state by gender is not stated. 

UNOCCUPIED OCCUPIED 

* The total number of houses for Cocos Islands & Christmas Island is not 
stated. 
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